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marriage to which probably more attention will be paid in
the future, for though hardly ever practised now, it yet has
the sanction of the Vedas. It avoids the evils of child-
marriage, and moreover allows the man and woman freedom
of choice. Another great advantage of the Gandharva type
of marriage is that there is no question of buying bride or
bridegroom, and that it avoids all the endless fuss of a Brahma
marriage. The man and woman simply call in a priest,
exchange gifts, and are married by him, vowing fidelity to
each other in the presence of the sun.
The remaining two forms of marriage are entirely evil.
In the one, the Raksasa^ the form amounts to marriage by
conquest. It occurs when the bridegroom, either in war or in
time of peace, with the aid of armed dacoits, overpowers or
kills the parents and relatives and carries off the bride. This
is the way that the god Krisna obtained RukminI, and that
Prithiviraja Cauhana married his cousin Samyukta.
The other evi] marriage, Pai$aca> is marriage by craft, when
the bridegroom overpowers an -unconscious and perhaps
swooning bride.